
More than likely, most of your favorite books and articles contain a solid, well
knack of hooking the reader right from the start. In the academic setting, your professor will be pleased 
read an interesting, captivating introduction. 

Your introduction should:

 Contain the thesis statement (your reason for writing)
 Provide the reader with a preview of the paper’s contents
 Lay an appropriate foundation for the body of the paper
 ‘Hook’ the audience; make your paper worth reading

Things to Avoid:

-The ‘definition’ introduction: Some students adhere to starting out their papers with, 
as…”  This technique is dry and overused. If you must provide a definition, make sure the information is absolutely essential
and directly relates to the point of the essay.

-The ‘restatement’ introduction: If your professor gave you an assignment prompt, you 
the question as your introduction opener. Remember that your professor is well aware of the assignment; merely restating 
the prompt will usually produce an ineffective introduction.

-“In this paper, I will be discussing…” Because the reader is aware that you wrote the paper, it is unnecessary that you 
remind them. This phrase is very common and boring
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