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Guide to MLA Formatting
How to tackle your MLA paper!
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1. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Guidelines
Formatting:
Make sure to follow these formatting rules when writing your MLA paper. 
· Leave margins of 1 inch at the top bottom, and both sides of the paper. 
· Use an easily readable font (usually Times New Roman).
· Use a font between 11 and 13 points.
· Use the same typeface and type size throughout the paper. 
· Double space the paper.
Title:
Make sure to set up your title in the correct MLA format. 
· In the heading, right indented, put your last name and page number. 
· Your name on the top line, left indented.
· Teacher’s name on the second line, left indented. 
· Course name and number on the third line, left indented. 
· Date on the fourth line, left indented. 

Example:[image: ]
2. Works Cited
Make sure to keep track of your sources by beginning the Works Cited page at the beginning of the writing process!
Format:
· Make sure this page is by itself. 
· The running page number and header should continue. 
· Make sure the sources are alphabetized. 
· Make sure the first line of each entry is left aligned. 
· If the entry is more then one line make sure the lines after the first are indented. 
· Make sure everything is double spaced.
*To see how to cite individual sources for each type of source on the Works Cited page, go to the MLA citations chart in this packet or look at the MLA Handbook, 9th Edition*

Example:
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3. MLA In-Text Citations
Make sure that each of your entries are formatted correctly within the paper. 
Parenthetical Citations 
· At the end of the sentence, before the period, put the author’s last anime and the page number in parentheses. 
· Example: Jack hit a ball over the hill (James, 24).

If there is no page number, just put the last name. 
If there is no author, put the first part of your citation with the page number.

If you start your sentence acknowledging the author, just put the page number in the parentheses. 
· Example: James says in his writing that Jack hit a ball over the hill (24).








4. MLA Citation Charts 
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-from bibliography.com
5. Example MLA Paper from Purdue Owl

Links to example papers:
· https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/documents/20190822MLASamplePaper.pdf 
· https://style.mla.org/sample-papers/
· https://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/mla-format/sample-paper-mla/

SSC Writing Lab • FLD 117/119 • (314)-392-2364 • mobap.edu/student-life/support-services/success
image1.png
s Numel 1

owrNanel
o Naml
Coone Namr)
e
i st

IRescrc o s MLA format do o ce  covepge s s by
Jourinsuctn,stad, s with e fornaion sho e o of s g, Do ok bokd e
1 sl copl . Caplie e s s words o e e, il
ord. I yurpoper s s, e o he e by colo s spac, s show,
Formor s idinc n cpiliaion, s the MLA Halbok o Weiers of e
Papers 70 Eion LA Edion |

A s e, s, s s ofworks s o e
Spcing Body st and e st sl nch st i nden. The st of ks i s
il inch angin ndo,Tble s s st s s  quncchnde, Aol of
et formats o the Home . e Styls gl

LA forma discourges i s of et st ok, when 100 s 308
ke o e cndtes o o MLA T dion i o o shoukd s
St Arbic smert t nsprprne plce i h s forth e refrcnce,To i
e ot et e e sme el ot s, fllowed by e

g0 s cndoe, ey shosd b ona e e, e cndof o e snd
eeeding e s of works . you e o, corslyour pfs o et
o]




image3.png
Ogle7

Hanging Indentation Works Cited Running Header

Abrahams, Alice. “Deconstructing Mr. Potato Head.” Toying with Theory: Selected Essays on Thing
Theory, Ludophilia Press, 2017, pp. 9-18.
- “Deconstructing Mrs. Potato Head” Thinking Things Magazine, vol. 8, no. 2, 2016, pp. 28-34.

Anderson, Brett. “A Heidegerrian Viewing of Toy Story.” Thinking Things Magazine, vol. 8, no. 3,
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MLA Short Story Citation Example

Citation Example:

“Title of Short Story.”  Title of Collection,

/ /

— "A Song Flung Up to Heaven." The Collected Auto-

biographies of Maya Angelou, —2004, -

Publisher, ~ Year, N
page range of entry.

Author’s last name, First name.

Title of Collection continued,

In-text Citation Example:

(Author Page Number)

(Angelon 245)

Bibliography.com

TEACHER APPROVED. STUDENT LOVED.
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